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PENNSYLVANIA  PUBLIC  UTILITY  COMMISSION 
STREET  RAILWAY  REGULATIONS 

In  the  matter  of  the  regulation  of  street 

railway  companies 

BY  THE  COMMISSION,  SEPTEMBER  30,  1946: 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  5 of  the 
Pennsylvania  Register  Act  (Act  of  June  4,  1945>  P.L,  1392)  the  Com- 
mission on  or  before  April  10,  1946,  in  order  to  preserve  the  validity 
of  its  regulations  governing  street  railway  companies,  codified, 
indexed  and  filed  those  regulations  with  the  Director  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Reference  Bureau  for  publication  in  the  Pennsylvania  Register  at 
Chapter  10  under  the  title  allocated  to  public  utility  regulations. 

The  Commission  is  now  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  necessary 
and  proper  in  the  public  interest  to  revise  its  regulations  governing 
street  railway  companies;  THEREFORE, 

IT  IS  ORDERED:  That  the  definitions  and  regulations 
attached  hereto  and  made  a part  hereof,  directing  street  railway 
companies  to  comply  with  certain  standards  of  safety  and  service  and 
fulfill  certain  requirements  with  respect  to  accounting  and  records, 
be  and  are  hereby  adopted  for  the  regulation  of  street  railway  com- 
panies subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Commission. 

IT  IS  FURTHER  ORDERED:  That  any  regulation,  rules  or 
orders  heretofore  promulgated  or  adopted  by  the  Commission  for  the 
regulation  of  street  railway  companies  which  are  inconsistent  with 
the  revised  street  railway  regulations  hereby  adopted  be  and  the  same 
are  hereby  superseded  and  rescinded. 

IT  IS  FURTHER  ORDERED:  That  within  forty-five  (45)  days 
from  this  30th  day  of  September,  1946,  these  revised  Street  Railway 
Regulations  either  be  published  in  the  Pennsylvania  Register  or  a 
certification  be  obtained  from  the  Department  of  Justice  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  stating  that  because  of  an  emergency 


or  other  compelling  extraordinary  circumstances,  the  public  interest 
requires  that  these  Street  Railway  Regulations  become  effective 
immediately  without  prior  publication. 

PENNSYLVANIA  PUBLIC  UTILITY  COMISSION 
(signed)  John  Siggins,  Jr. 
Chairman 


ATTEST: 

/s/  Robertson  C.  Cameron 
Secretary 


(SEAL) 
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PART  I 


DEFINITIONS 

(a)  ”Certif icate^''^  means  a certificate  of  public  convenience 
as  issued  by  Pennsylvania  Public  Utility  Commission. 

(b)  Commission^'’  means  Pennsylvania  Public  Utility  Com- 
mission, 

(c)  ^'^Railroad^*  means  every  railroad,  other  than  a street 
railway,  by  whatsoever  power  operated,  for  public  use  in  the  con- 
veyance of  passengers  or  property,  or  both,  and  all  the  facilities 
thereof . 

(d)  ^^Street  Railway^*  means  every  railroad  and  railway,  or 
any  extension  or  extensions  thereof,  by  whatsoever  power  operated, 
for  public  use  in  the  conveyance  of  passengers  or  property,  or  both, 
located  mainly  or  in  part  upon,  above,  below,  through,  or  along  any 
highway  in  any  city,  borough  or  town,  and  not  constituting  or  used 
as  a part  of  a trunk  line  railroad  system,  and  all  the  facilities 
thereof,  Interurban  railways  and  trackless  trolley  facilities  are 
comprised  in  this  definition, 

(e)  ^*Utilitv’^  means  any  person,  partnership,  association 
or  corporation  subject  to  Commission  jurisdiction,  which  offers  or 
undertakes  the  transportation  of  passengers  or  property,  or  both,  for 
compensation  by  means  of  street  railways. 

PART  II 
REGULATIONS 

RULE  1 - APPLICATION  OF  RULES 

These  rules  and  regulations  shall  apply  to  all  utilities 
and  are  subject  to  such  amendment,  change,  or  modification  as  the 
Commission  may  from  time  to  time  deem  advisable,  and  to  such  excep- 
tions in  individual  cases  as  the  Commission  may  deem  just  and  proper. 

RULE  2 - ACCOUNTS,  RECORDS  AND  REPORTS 

A.  Accounting  Requirements  - Each  utility  shall  keep  and 
record  its  accounts  in  conformity  with  the  Uniform  System  of  Accounts 
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for  Electric  Railways  (Issue  of  1914)  as  prescribed  by  the  IcC,C.  by 
order  dated  May  28,  1914?  and  adopted  by  this  Commission,  by  order 
dated  May  26,  1925;  and  shall,  beginning  January  1,  1947,  follow  the 
Uniform  System  of  Accounts  for  Electric  Railways  (Issue  of  1947)  as 
prescribed  by  the  I.C.C,,  by  order  dated  March  29,  1946,  (said  Issue 
of  1947  being  a consolidation  and  publication  of  the  original  order 
and  its  subsequent  amendments)  and  shall  also  comply  with  any  amend- 
ments, interpretations  and  supplements  as  may  be  issued  from  time  to 
time . 


B.  Preservation  and  Destruction  of  Records  - Utilities 
shall  keep  and  preserve  and  may  dispose  of  records  in  conformity 
with  the  Regulations  to  Govern  the  Destruction  of  Records  of  Electric 
Railway  Companies,  with  text,  interpretations,  definitions  and  in- 
structions thereon,  as  adopted  by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission 
by  order  dated  April  7,  1913,  and  adopted  by  this  Commission  on 
January  14,  1941,  or  as  changed  from  time  to  time. 

C.  Accident  Reports  - Each  utility  shall  submit,  as  herein- 
after required,  a report  of  each  reportable  accident  involving  its 
facilities  or  operations.  Such  reports  shall  be  mailed  to  Bureau  of 
Transportation,  Pennsylvania  Public  Utility  Commission,  Harrisburg, 
Penna . 


(1)  Reportable  Accidents  - A reportable  accident  is 
one  which  results  in  one  or  more  of  the  following 
circumstances . 

(a)  Death  of  a person. 

(b)  Injury  to  an  employee  on  duty  sufficient  to 
incapacitate  him  from  performing  his  ordinary 
duties  for  a period  longer  than  three  days, 
if,  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  the  employee 
was  engaged  in  actively  supervising  or  con- 
ducting transportation,  or  engaged  in  work 
not  new  construction,  along  the  right-of-way 
of  the  reporting  utility. 

(c)  Injury  to  a person  other  than  an  employee  on 
duty  sufficient  to  incapacitate  the  injured 
person  from  performing  his  customary  vocation, 
or  mode  of  life,  for  a period  of  more  than 
one  day. 
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(d)  A collision  at  a gi'^ade  crossing  over  tracks 
of  a railroad  or  another  utility  5,  whether  or 
not  persons  are  killed  or  injured  in  the 
accident  o 

(2)  Telegraphic  Reports  A report  by  telephone  or 
telegraph  shall  be  made  at  once  in  the  event  of 
the  occurrence  of  an  accident  of  a serious  or 
unusual  nature or  of  one  resulting  in  the  death 
of  a person  or  persons,  A detailed  written  report 
shall  be  forwarded  immediately  as  provided  below, 

( 3 ) Written  Reports  - 

(a)  If  no  reportable  accident  has  occurred  during 
the  month j Accident  Report  Form  UCTA-1  shall 
be  signed  by  a responsible  officer  and  for- 
warded not  later  than  the  10th  day  of  the 
month  succeeding  that  for  which  the  report  is 
made j as  provided  above, 

(b)  A detailed  written  report  of  each  reportable 
accident  shall  be  prepared  on  the  Commission's 
Accident  Report  Form  TJCTA-3.  Such  reports 
may  be  submitted  as  soon  as  prepared;,  but  in 
no  case  shall  they  be  forwarded  later  than  the 
15th  day  of  the  month  succeeding  that  in  which 
the  accident  occurred.  Accidents  reportable 
to  the  Commission j as  defined  above j and  of 
which  reports  are  required  by  the  Bureau  of 
Workmen’s  Compensation j Department  of  Labor 
and  Industry  5 may  be  reported  by  transmitting 
a copy  of  such  reports  in  lieu  of  a report 

on  Commission  Form  UCTA-3 » 

When  a reportable  accident  occurs  involving 
a utility  which  is  using  the  facilities  of 
another  utility,  the  utility  whose  operating 
officials  are  in  immediate  charge  of  the 
facilities  located  at  the  point  of  accident 
shall  be  responsible  for  reporting  the  accident, 

RULE  3 » rate  schedules 

Each  utility  shall  comply  at  all  times  with  such  regulations 
as  the  Commission  may  formulate  governing  the  filing,  publishing  and 
posting  of  tariffs. 


RULE  A - CONTINUITY  OF  SERVICE 
Interruption  of  service  for  more  than  4^  hours  shall  be 
reported  to  the  Commission  with  a statement  of  the  cause  of  interrup 
tion  and  its  probable  duration. 
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RULE  5 - SAFETY 


A . Equipment  and  Facilities  - Each  utility  shall  at  all 
times  use  every  effort  to  warn  and  protect  the  public  from  danger  and 
shall  exercise  all  possible  care  to  reduce  the  hazards  to  which  em- 
ployees, passengers  and  others  may  be  subjected  in  connection  with 
the  operation  of  its  equipment  and  facilities. 

B . Protection  at  Railroad  Crossings,  at  Grade: 

(1)  Each  street  railway  or  trackless  trolley  car  shall 
be  brought  to  a full  stop  within  50  feet  but  not 
less  than  10  feet  from  the  near  rail  before  crossing 
a railroad  crossing,  at  grade. 

(2)  Prior  to  proceeding  over  a railroad  crossing,  at 
grade,  the  operator  of  the  vehicle  shall 

(a)  receive  a proceed  signal  from  a watchman 
stationed  at  the  crossing  for  that  purpose; 

(b)  or  in  the  case  of  a car  manned  by  more  than 
one  employee,  receive  a proceed  signal  from 
the  conductor  of  the  vehicle  who  shall  first 
proceed  to  and  over  the  crossing  and  shall 
not  signal  the  operator  of  the  car  to  proceed 
without  first  ascertaining  that  no  engine,  car 
or  train  is  approaching  the  crossing  and  that 
it  is  safe  for  the  operator  to  proceed  with 
his  vehicle  over  said  crossing; 

(c)  or,  in  the  case  of  a street  railway  or  track- 
less trolley  car  manned  by  one  employee,  the 
operator,  after  making  the  stop  required  by 
Section  1 hereof,  shall  not  proceed  with  the 
vehicle  over  the  railroad  tracks,  until  a door 
or  window  has  been  opened,  and  the  operator 
has  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  ascertained 
that  no  train,  engine  or  car  is  approaching 
the  crossing  and  that  the  way  is  clear. 

(3)  The  procedure  required  by  Section  2 hereof  shall 
not  be  required 

(a)  at  railroad  crossings,  at  grade,  where,  by 
Commission  order,  abrogation  of  such  require- 
ment is  or  has  been  granted; 

(b)  at  railroad  crossings,  at  grade,  of  street 
railway  tracks  or  trackless  trolley  routes 
across  railroad  sidings  leading  to  railroad 
yards,  or  to  industrial  plants,  where  by 
agreement  filed  with  the  Commission,  between 
the  utility  and  the  railroad  company,  it  is 
provided  specifically  that  a member  of  the 
train  crew  shall  be  stationed  at  the  crossing 
and  furnish  a warning,  prior  to  the  movement 
of  a railroad  train,  engine  or  car  over  the 
crossing. 
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(4)  No  utility  shall,  without  Commission  approval, 
remove  the  protection  afforded  by  interlocking 
signals,  crossing  gates,  watchmen,  automatic 
crossing  signals,  or  any  other  form  of  protection 
against  accidents  presently  maintained  by  it  at  any 
public  crossing  at  grade  of  its  tracks  across  a 
public  highway  or  the  tracks  of  any  other  utility. 

(5)  No  utility  shall,  without  Commission  approval 
reduce  the  number  of  hours  that  manual  protection 

is  maintained  each  day  at  any  public  grade  crossing, 
nor  alter  or  substitute  any  form  of  protection  for 
a form  already  maintained  at  a crossing. 

(6)  In  order  to  secure  uniformity  of  aspect,  location 
and  operation  of  automatic  crossing  signals  pro- 
posed to  be  installed  at  public  grade  crossings 
formerly  unprotected  or  protected  by  fixed  signs 
only,  plans  of  such  proposed  installations  shall 
be  approved  by  the  Commission  prior  to  the  in- 
stallation of  such  signals. 

(7)  Nothing  in  these  regulations  shall  be  construed  as 
preventing  the  placing  of  watchmen  and/or  gates  at 
any  public  grade  crossing;  or  the  increasing  by  a 
utility  of  the  number  of  hours,  daily,  any  public 
crossing  is  protected;  or  as  preventing  the  tempo- 
rary use  of  watchmen  or  the  increase  of  protection 
during  emergencies;  or  as  limiting  the  trial  in- 
stallation of  experimental  protective  devices; 
provided,  however,  that  the  Commission  shall  be 
notified  promptly  of  such  experimental  signal 
installations  or  temporary  manual  protection. 

Consent  of  the  Commission  will  not  be  required  for 
the  removal  of  such  additional  temporary  or  ex- 
perimental protection. 


(S)  Compliance  with  these  regijilations  shall  not  relieve 
a utility  of  any  legal  duty,  responsibility  or 
requirement  o 

C.  Interference  with  Operators  - The  operator  of  each  sur- 
face street  railway  or  trackless  trolley  car  shall,  during  the  opera- 
tion of  such  vehicles,  when  necessary,  be  protected  by  a barricade  or 
other  device  so  that  freedom  of  movement  in  the  proper  performance  of 
his  duties,  v;ill  not  be  interf erred  with  by  the  presence  or  movement  of 
passengers , 

D.  Explosives,  Acids  and  Inflammables  - The  transportation 
of  high  explosives,  acids,  inflammable  liquids,  loaded  guns  or  any 
other  article  which  will  endanger  life  or  limb  shall  not  knowingly  be 
permitted  in  any  street  railway  or  trackless  trolley  car  used  for  the 
transportation  of  passengers.  This  section  does  not  apply  to  fire 
arms  carried  by  police  officers  or  members  of  the  armed  forces  while 
on  duty  or  while  en  route  to  or  from  duty. 

Packages  - The  transportation  of  express  or  parcel 
freight  to  such  an  extent  as  will  interfere  with  the  safety  or  reason- 
able comfort  of  the  passengers  shall  not  be  permitted, 

F.  Utility  Rules  - Nothing  contained  in  these  regulations 
shall  be  construed  as  prohibiting  any  utility  from  promulgating  and 
enforcing  additional  rules  and  regulations  relating  to  safety  of 
operation,  not  inconsistent  with  the  regulations  herein  adopted  and 
the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth, 

RULE  6 - POSTING  NOTICE  PROHIBITING  CONVERSATION 
The  following  notice,  or  a notice  approved  by  the  Commis- 
sion, shall  be  posted  in  a conspicuous  place  in  the  front  part  of  the 
interior  of  each  surface  street  railway  car  and  trackless  trolley  car; 

PENNSYLVANIA  PUBLIC  UTILITY  COMMISSION 

ORDER  PROHIBITING  CONVERSATION 
BY  THE  COMMISSION: 

IT  IS  ORDERED : That  operators  of  street  railway 
or  trackless  trolley  cars  engaged  in  intrastate 
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common  carrier  service  be  and  are  hereby  prohibited 
from  conversing  with  passengers  while  such  vehicle 
is  in  motion;  andj  further,  that  all  passengers  in 
such  vehicle  in  motion  be  prohibited  from  distracting 
the  attention  of  the  operator  by  conversation  or 
otherwise , 

RULE  7 - TRANSPORTATION  OF  BLIND  PERSONS  WITH  GUIDE  DOGS 

All  utilities  shall  transport  dogs  trained  for  the  purpose 
of  guiding  blind  persons  when  accompanying  such  persons  paying  regular 
fare;  provided,  that  the  guide  dogs  shall  be  properly  leashed  and 
muzzled  and  shall  not  occupy  a seat  in  the  conveyance. 

RULE  S COMPLIANCE 

All  utilities  are  required  to  comply  with  every  applicable 
provision  of  the  Public  Utility  Law  not  specifically  referred  to  in 
these  rules,  with  the  terms  and  conditions  of  any  applicable  certi- 
ficates of  public  convenience,  and  with  every  State  or  municipal 
law,  ordinance,  franchise  or  regulation  relating  to  the  operation  of 
street  railway  or  trackless  trolley  cars. 


